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Winter 2023
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Modules at ALC are designed specifically for our advanced and proficiency learners to personalize their studies and build strong English
fluency. We accomplish this through carefully planned, learner-centered courses that typically embrace the liberal and creative arts. The
successful module student enjoys a progressive learning environment, learner autonomy, projects and presentations, collaborations, and teachers
as facilitators.
Only learners who have completed Advanced 5 or who have achieved a score of 56 or higher on our placement test are eligible for ALC
Modules. New modules are introduced each term, and popular modules are repeated on a regular basis.
Advanced students who successfully complete two modules are eligible for an advanced certificate; successfully completing an additional three
modules qualifies students for a proficiency certificate.

Communication Skills: Get Assertive!

Debate: The Art of Arguing

Learning Through Literature (New!)

Creative Writing

Public Speaking

Applied Linguistics

More information:

Communication Skills: Get Assertive!

Course Description
Communicating in a confident and assertive manner is key to professional, academic and personal growth. It enables you to stand up for yourself,
capture people’s attention, and convey your feelings and views honestly and convincingly. This module will enable students to gain a deeper
understanding of what assertive communication is and is not. Additionally, students will discover and overcome assertiveness inhibitors such as
agreeableness and anxiety and, most importantly, acquire and put to practice various assertiveness enhancing techniques and strategies. Students
will engage in self-reflection, partake in class discussions and debates, analyze movie scenes, novel excerpts and debate videos as well as engage
in simulations and role-play.

Assessment
50% In-class assignments (discussions, debates, role-plays, reflections)
20% Canvas written reflections and discussions
30% Final performance

About the instructor
Sara Salka has a master's degree in "Applied Linguistics and ELT" and a BA in "English Studies and Pedagogy" from the Faculty of Education
(FSE) in Rabat. She currently teaches in CPGE and ALC Rabat. Since she started her career in 2008, she has had the opportunity to work in
different schools and language centers in Rabat and Kenitra where she taught both young learners and adult programs. She was also responsible
for designing exams and assessing participants’ oral communication skills. Sara is a passionate and enthusiastic teacher who has always been
interested in fostering autonomy and assertiveness among her students.

Debate: The Art of Arguing

Course Description:
This course aims to familiarize students with the different styles and systems of debate and argumentation used around the world. Students will
work on developing their public speaking skills in order to craft arguments, refute claims, and to think critically about the world around them.
Higher order critical thinking skills (analysis and synthesis of information) will be stressed. Students will learn various aspects of debate and
critical thinking, which will then be employed and practiced in classroom debates. Although this class will be predominately speaking-based,
students will also hone their reading, writing, and listening skills in the processes of preparing for debates. Students will work frequently in small
groups/teams throughout the session. Some individual work will also be used in order to help students to master the art of arguing.

Assessment:
40% classroom and group participation; 60% in-class assignments (one writing assignment, (10%), one speaking assignment (10%), and
2 in-class debates (20% each). Please note that students must complete all assignments in order to pass the course.

About the Instructor:
Adil Hlal is a father of two little girls and a passionate teacher. He holds a BA from the University of Ibn Tofail in Kenitra. He started his career
teaching professionals at Matrix, a private organization. Later he started teaching students of tourism, marketing, and networking. Additionally,
he worked on recruiting and training new teachers and designing procedures for Matrix to be ISO certified. He has also worked as an interpreter
for Altadis "tobacco company" and CMCP "international paper.” He taught business English in many multinational companies in the Atlantic
Free Zone of Kenitra.
In 2011 he started working as a part-time teacher and freelancer with the American Language School where he teaches General and Business
English as well as preparing students to take their TOEFL and TOEIC tests. He has also worked in the ACCESS Program for underprivileged
students as a teacher and a coordinator.

*course content is subject to change based upon the needs of the individual class

Learning Through Literature

Course Description:
Learning through Literature is an advanced course for learners who are eager to explore and analyze fascinating short stories. The course is
designed to improve critical thinking and is perfect for anyone wishing to pursue a degree in English Literature, or is simply passionate about
reading.
Although reading is a critical part of this course, students will also work on speaking and active listening skills, in the form of class discussions
and presentations. A variety of writing skills will be developed during this course, with both group and individual tasks.

Assessment:
Reading 30% Group Creative Writing 20% Academic Essay 20% Active participation in class discussions and assignments 30%

About the Instructor:
Ayesha Louise Barber
Ayesha has been an avid reader for as long as she can remember and as a child, loved escaping the dreary English weather by being transported
into stories. She genuinely believes in the Rudyard Kipling quote;“If history were taught in the form of stories, it would never be forgotten,”
which she is certain can be extended into many areas of learning. She graduated from Sheffield Hallam University with a BA(Hons) in Film and
English Literature and worked in a variety of fields before completing her Trinity CertTesol and staring her teaching career. Her highlight of
working in the ALC has been leading the book club for the last three years, and witnessing students’ language and personal growth.

*course content is subject to change based upon the needs of the individual class

Creative Writing

Course Description:
This is an introductory course in creative writing designed for advanced level students. Students will
learn the key elements needed to create an exciting story, whether fiction or non-fiction. We will
work together to create characters that your readers will care about, plots that don’t leave anyone
hanging, detailed descriptions that create movies in your readers’ minds, and dialogues that make
everyone want to join in the conversation. We will read several short stories and learn how to critique
writing.
Students will be expected to write every class. There will be a combination of quick, spontaneous writing assignments, as well as a
carefully planned, fully developed short story. Students will work together to edit and review stories before submitting them for final
marks. Class participation and enthusiasm towards reading and writing are musts to succeed in this course.

Assessment:
20% class participation; 20% daily writing exercise journals, 20% story reading-oral presentation, 40% short story

About the Instructor:
Yamna LAATIRIS
Yamna received a Bachelor Degree in Applied Linguistics from Mohamed V University in 1995, a certificate in TEFL Methodology in
2007, and obtained Via Lingua Certification in Marrakesh in June 2012. She has been mentoring novice teachers at the ALC Rabat
since 2007. She attended the TESOL conference in New Orleans, in 2011. As a member of the Community Service Program at the
ALC Rabat, Yamna worked on different social projects with ALC students benefitting underprivileged areas in Morocco. She is also
very keen on projects that aim at empowering women in her country. On a personal level, she is an optimist and believes in change.
Her strengths are flexibility, creativity and leadership. Teaching for Yamna is an opportunity to explore those skills to their fullest and
share them with her students.

*course content is subject to change based upon the needs of the individual class

Public Speaking

Course Description:
Public speaking is for those who want to improve their speaking fluency and their presentation skills. Students will learn technical skills to
improve their public speaking abilities, and will explore various types of public speaking such as formal speeches, reader’s theater, debates, and
ceremonial speeches. Students will work to overcome their fears, take ownership of the stage, and connect with their audience. Class
participation and attendance is a must for this module. Students will be assessed on their class participation, class assignments and presentations,
a final reflection essay or journal, and a final presentation.

Assessment:
20% Overall speaking and listening/class participation/behavior - teacher assessment;
40% In class assignments-extemporaneous, expository, and impromptu speeches;
20% At home assignments – persuasive and demonstrative speeches;
20% Final Presentation.

About the Instructor:
Yassine Abdellaoui has a master’s degree in “Studies in the English Language and Culture.” He started teaching in 2007 at the American
Language Center in Kenitra and in public school in 2009. Yassine currently teaches in CPGE, ALC Rabat, and does tutoring at MACECE. He
has participated in many workshops in his community about students’ personal and professional development, national baccalaureate exam
preparation, and the use of technology in teaching languages. Yassine’s main interest is media studies, active global citizenship and promoting
the use ICT in teaching and learning the English language. He has recently participated in the Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching
Program in Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, USA, where he worked on an inquiry project entitled “Deepening Cross-cultural
Understanding and Breaking Stereotypes Through Video-Inspired Dialogues.” Yassine is also a passionate rapper and facilitates the Song Club
at ALC Rabat.
*course content is subject to change based upon the needs of the individual class

Applied Linguistics

Course Description:
This is an advanced-level course about how language works, how it is influenced by the world around it, and how it too influences the
world. We will learn linguistic theory (for example, phonetics for pronunciation, semantics for meaning...etc) but predominantly focus
on discussions and debates on how language influences perception, culture, identity, and politics. Analyzing language through the lens
of linguistics will give you a new perspective on some of the language you have been learning. Module students already know how to
use/create language, so through academic texts (written and visual), class debates and discussions and some simple linguistic
experiments, they expand their understanding of why we use language this way and what that does to the world around us. In doing
so, you will develop a deeper understanding of the many functions of English (such as why politicians love the passive voice, and nonverbal ways to express politeness), while practicing reading, listening and speaking skills and practicing academic vocabulary.
Assessment:
40% Final project (presentation or paper on a language related topic of their choice); 30% Classroom participation / attendance
30% Class work/assignments
About the Instructor:
Rachida Rhazali
After graduating in 1985 with a BA in English Language and Linguistics from Mohammed V University in Rabat, Rachida
went to Essex University in England for postgraduate studies in Descriptive and Applied Linguistics. Upon graduating,
Rachida started working as a Professor at Ibn Tofail University where she spent 25 years teaching various subjects at all levels
and supervising BA monographs and MA theses. She started working at the American Language Center in 1989 and has taught
all levels from Child 1 to Proficiency. Although Rachida’s major was Linguistics, she has also been interested in Literature,
Gender Studies, Folklore, Cultural Studies, Sociology and Translation. She has published a book wherein she translated
Moroccan folktales from Arabic into English. She has also translated many texts from Arabic into French. She likes reading
and traveling.
*course content is subject to change based upon the needs of the individual class

